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KAMPALA: Conflict in the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo (DR
Congo) is complicating efforts
to rein in a deadly Ebola out-
break, the World Health Organi-
zation chief warned on Wednes-
day, while Uganda announced it
was shutting its border.

The WHO has recorded 10
confirmed and 223 suspected
Ebola deaths in the DRC since
the outbreak was declared in
mid-May, out of more than
1,000 confirmed and suspected
Ccases.

Its chief fears insecurity in
the eastern DRC, which has
been plagued for three decades
by conflict involving a litany of
armed groups, is making it

extremely difficult to contain

the outbreak. “Eastern DRC
now faces a catastrophic colli-
sion of disease and conflict with
the Ebola outbreak in Ituri prov-
ince outpacing the response,”
WHO chief Tedros Adhanom

Ghebreyesus said on X.

Neighbouring Uganda, which
has recorded seven cases of the
Bundibugyo strain of Ebola
responsible for the outbreak,
announced it was shutting its
border with the DRC with
immediate effect.

US planning quarantine
centre in Kenya: WSJ
The United States plans to open
a quarantine centre in Kenya,
the Wall Street Journal reported
(WHO, as a deadly Ebola out-
break surges in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

The facility is primarily

intended for Americans who E
test positive for the virus or |
have been exposed to it, the T
WSJ said, citing people familiar | m
with the matter.

Meanwhile, Canada and the
Bahamas said they will tempo-
rarily ban residents from DR
Congo, Uganda and South
Sudan amid an Ebola outbreak.

Residents from those coun-
tries will be banned from enter-
ing Canada for 90 days starting
Wednesday, the Canadian gov-
ernment said. It said the tempo-
rary border measure aimed to
reduce the risk of Ebola enter-
ing and spreading within |
Canada. Also, Thailand has |
imposed a mandatory 2I-day
quarantine on people travelling
from DR Congo and Uganda.
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" MP hunts for HIV+ donor as 41
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untraceable 15 refuse blood tests

Amarjee!. Singhl
#®timesofindia.com

: Bhopal: Nearly six months

: after six thalassemia-affect-
: ed children in Madhya Pra-

desh’'s Satna district tested
HIV positive, the hunt for a
blood donor likely to have
transmitted the virus has

- turned into a disturbing pub-

lic health scare, with dozens

 of linked donors still un-

traceable and the source do-
nor remaining elusive.
Investigators fear if the
infected donor remains uni-
dentified, the risk may ex-
tend far beyond the six chil-
dren, raising concerns that
the virus could have spread
unnoticed through other

- transfusionsas well.

After investigators failed
to trace the suspected donor

for nearly five months, the
- Madhya Pradesh govt on May
. Sconstituted a joint task force

comprising state-level offl-

cials to intensify the search
: and coordinate the probe

Health officials prepared a

list of 196 people who donated

Health officials prepared a list of
196 people who donated blood
during the period when the six
children received transfusions

blood during the period when
the six children received
transfusions. So far, more
than 80 donors have been
traced and screened, and all
have tested HI'V negative. But
the investigation has now nar-
rowed to a troubling cluster of
missing and uncooperative
donors that authorities say
poses the biggest challenge in
cracking the case.

Officials sald 41 donors re-
main completely untraceable,
as the phone numbers provid-
ed in records are either incor-
rect or no longer functional.
Another 15 people contacted

by Investigators refused toun.
dergo HIV test, claiming they
never donated blood.

The case has raised
alarming questions about
gapa in blood donor verifica.
tion systems and the shad
owy network of “replace
ment donors” that surfaced
during earlier investigations.
Authorities suspect some do-
nors may have used fake iden-
tities, incorrect phone num-
bers, or proxies, making it dif-
ficult to reconstruct the trans-
fusion chain months later.

Monal Singh, addirional
director of MP State AIDS
Control Society, said investi-
gators are continuing efforts
to trace every donor linked to
the transfusions.

“Those who are refusing
to undergo HIV test, saving
that they have not donated
blood, may be doing so out of

phobia, or their relatives or

friends may have donaned,
giving their numbers. We are
in talks with them too. Phone
numbers of around 41 were
found Incorrect. These j.nn.'n-
ple still remain untraceable

e
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Singh said .
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ban online betting, gambling: SC

‘Cos Can't Claim

. Online gaming cos
Fundamental must pay GST: SC
Right Violation’ e
KA the mae, the
< bench sald onfine gaming
s —— .+ firmes are not mere
facilitators or intermedizries
but suppliers of actionabile
New Delhi: Highlighting clalms and therefore latie 1
that addiction to online be- The Supreme Court bench said that the Madras high court and the py GST. Responding to the
tting and gambling is creat-  Kamataka high court erred in giving narrow interpretation tothe law  stand taken by the companies
ing disturbance in society that they operate skill-based
and damaging social tran- Police Laws (Amendment) bling. It sald online gam-  games, the bench said that
quility Supreme Court on Act, 2021 Karnataka also- bling has adverse effects o ayan siill-based games
Wednesday held thatthegovt  framed the law on the same society and its addiction  acquire the characterof
cantakedecisiontobansoch line but Karnataka High causes depression among  petting and gambiing for GST
activities to protect public Court in 2022 struck down people. The court rejected pyrposesonce money is
healthand onlinecompanies  provisions of the Karnataka the plea that betting on  sakedonuncertain
can't claim violation of fun-  Police (Amendment) Act2021 games of skill falls outside  gutcomes. The issue was first
damental right to practice tharprohibitedandcriminal-  state legislative power The  chalienged in Karmataka HC
sny trade or business, ispd online gambling and be-  court's ruling will mnam‘rlr which passed an order in
A bench of Justices JB  tting Thelaw had bannedall  have an impact on the 5C's  favour of gaming compamies.
Pardiwala and R Mahadevan formsof wageringorbetting.  hearing on Centre's 2025 laW  HC had said that rummy was 2

upheld the decisions taken
by the Tamil Nadu govi and
Harnatzka govt to prohibit
gnd ecriminalise  online
games played for momey or
stakes The court allowed the
plea of the state govis which
approached the 5C after the
respective high courts
guashed the laws passed by
them to ban online betting
and gambling

The bench said thet the
Madras high court and the
Karnatska high court erred
in giving narrow interprots
u.cmgwm the law Tamil Naduo

first brought inan ordinance
in Mo 2020, later replaced by

:?)mil MNado Gaming and
- W ﬁ

except for lottery and horse
racing. Similar law was
passed by Tamil Nadu which
was guashed by the HC.

Revivingthe twolaws, the
bench said “When the ele
ment of betting and gam-
bling enters the picture, the
nature of the game ceases (o
beof relevance,”

Rejecting the fundamen-
tal right clalm of the online
companies, Justice J B Par-
diwala while pronouncing
ihe judgement in open court,
sabd “betting and gambling
does not nesd any protec-
fhon" and siEles are oomps
et to frame lew o ourb the
mischief of betting and gam

Tﬁ'l.-j"T_.m , .
& j 'I""L.-..I..-. Y. Tala bk &

to ban online betting and
gambling whose validity s
also under consideration of
thi apex court.

Justifying its decision to
ban online money games by
bringing Promotion and
Regulation of Online Gam-
ing Act, Centre earlier told
SC that unregulated online
gaming sector had links with
terror financing and money
lsumdering but informed the
court that it was prematiirs
o examine valldity of the
Léiaw dis 1t Tums 1111 moaw ol been
notifed after Prosldent’s s
gent. In an affidavit Ml 5
ihie court om batch of pet
itlons challenging validity

garme of siill and that a
comipany offering it was m

ol the Imw the Centre told (e
court that the Act was mean!
fo protect indiv wiuals, s
clally youth and vidlerabie
populations, from o .u.l
vrse social, sconomic, PEY-
chologial and privacy perlat

el (mpacts of online morEy
gunes and to safeguard e

invegrity of financial s

rems and security and sover *

elgnty of the country
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No confirmed Ebola case in India: Oﬁic1als

rContinued from P 1

mildly symptomatic
individuals as a pre
Cautionary measure.
“Even if someone reports
a slight headache, we do not
want to take any chances and
are keeping such persons in
isolation,” an official said,
adding that samples are be-
Ingsent to the National Insti-
tute of Virology for testing.

J “hey are isolating even

Officials said the test re-
port of a 37-year-old man,

who reportedly travelled
from the African continent

and Bangladesh before ar-
riving in Mumbai and later
Vadodara with two associ-
ates, would come soon.

According to health offi-
cials, the man developed fe-
ver, cold and cough symp-
tomsand was initially admit-
ted to a private hospital in
Vadodara before being shift-

ed toacivilhospital isolation
ward after his travel history
emerged during screening.
Authorities said the pa-
tient, his two associates and
a doctor who came in profes-
sional contact with him have
all been placed under obser-
vation as a precaution.
~ Dfficials stressed there is
no confirmed Ebola case in
Gujarat or elsewhere in India
and appealed to people not to

spread rumours or misinfor-

mation on social media. The
Union health ministry said
surveillance has been inten.

sified at airports and hospi-

tals, with guarantine mea- -
sures being initiated wherev. :
er travellers from affected :
African regions report even :

mild symptoms. Officials

said India remains on high
alertandall screening, isola- :

tion and testing protocols

are being carried out in line

with WHO guidelines.
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The Ebola species with no vaccine
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V. 'omen live longer but spend more of those years with illness
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CAR T-cell Cancer Platform to Help Lower
Production Timelines, Costs: MedTherapy

fica Bhattacharyya

Mumbai: Tata Sons-backed bio-
tech startup Med Therapy has clai-
med & hreakthrough in CAR T-cell
therapy manufacturing, saying its
platform can reduce production ti-
melines slgnificantly—to one day
in some cases—from several we-
eks while cutting costs by nearly

0%, in what could reshape accass

1o ome of the world's most expensi-

ve cancer treatments.

“Today, we are able to manufacty-
re. .. asshortasoneday, which is pro-
hahlv the best in the world that I'm
aware of ” founder and CEO Bikash
Verma told ET, contrasting it with
global indusiry benchmarks where
it was taking four, six, eight weeks
to manufscture for one patient™.

CAR T-cell therapy is a personali-
sad immunotherapy that penet-
cally reprograms a patient's own
white hlood cells (T cells) todestroy
cancer cels. It is used for advanced
malignancies. MedTherapy opera-
tes g contract development and ma-
nufacturing organisation (COMO)

for CAR T-cell therapies and also
co-develops its own new CAR T-cell
therapy products.
On the product development side,

it has partnered with Cipla to bring
its blood cancer CAR T-cell therapy
to India. “Cipla will be branding it,”
Verma said, adding that the pharma
major will handle commercialisa-
tion once approvals are secured.
The company claims that its eli-
nical trial in the US for blood can-
cer CAR T-cell, now also entering
clinical trial in India, has de-
monstrated one of the best re-
sponse rates and safety profile
among lymphoma patients and i3
manufactured in just one day.
Verma said the company, incorpo-
rated in India in 2020, had support
from late Ratan Tata. “They (Tata
Sons) are one of the largest equity

MEW PARTNERSHIP
Cohaspartnered with
Ciplatobringits blood
cancer CAR T-cell
therapytoindia,a
personalised immunot-
herapyusedtotreat
advanced malignancies

holders. They arestrategic partners
alsn. They advise us on a day-to-day
basis,” he said.

MedTherapy has its technology
centre in Boston and manufactu-
ring facility in the National Capital
Region. The companys CAR T-cell
focused CDMO facility in Moida,
which it positions as India's first de-
dicated gene therapy manufactu-
ring hub, currently hasa capacity to
manufacture therapies for nearly
5,000 patients annually and is alrea-
dv operational for partner program:-
mes in India and abroad, he said.

The company is planning a major
expansion. It is in discussions with
the Uttar Pradesh government for

land to build a larger facility that co-
uld scale capacity to 50,000-100 000
patients per year. If realised, Verma
said. this would be among the Lar
gest gene therapy manufacturing
hubs globally

“We hawe completed all the certifi-
cations peeded in India or globally
tobe functioning asa CDMO,” inclo-

ding approvals and inspections
ﬂ'nm domestic agencies such as the
Central Drugs Standard Control Or-
ganisation, Department of Biotech-
nology and the Indian Council of
Medical Research, he said.

CAR T-cell therapies globally cost
$400,000-600,000 per treatment, with
total treatment expenses in the US
often exceeding $1 milllon (more
than 9.5 crore) per patient. Verma
said Med Therapy s ohjective is tnal-
ter this cost structure and make it
oneof the “lowest in the world"™.

India currently has a handful of
approved CAR T-cell therapies like
MNexCARIS developed by Immuno-
Act (a spin-off of IIT-Bombay and
Tata Memorial Hospital) and Qarte-
mi by Immuneel Therapeutics (oo
founded by Biocon's Kiran Mazum-
der Shaw and US-based oncologist
rapies cost about 740-50 lakh, a frac-
tion of the Western markets

. ET GRAPHICS
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